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Overview

                

‘Sustainable Voluntary Communities: Supports for Sustainable 
Environmental, Social and Economic Development’

• Outcomes:

• Decision Support Aid for communities

• Strategies and recommendations for national policy advisor

• Follows previous study on community motivation and 
barriers:

Byrne et al. (2017) 'Applying the Q-method to identify primary motivation 
factors and barriers to communities in achieving decarbonisation goals', 
Energy Policy, 110, 40-50. 



Objectives

                

1.To capture participants’ understanding of practical top-down 
plans and measures and especially informed preferences for 
both appropriate actions and what is needed to achieve goals 
through implementation of these actions.  

2.To help determine the current obstacles to community 
development and what can be done to overcome these.

3.To help determine which bodies and agencies should take 
initiatives to facilitate implementation of appropriate actions.



EU Key Policy Priority 

                

• Non-ETS carbon emission reduction milestones:

• 2020 - 20%

• 2030 - 40%

• 2040 - 60%

• 2050 - 80%

• National targets

• All sectors need to contribute

Low Carbon Economy



Irish Climate Policy 

                

Meet binding commitments

‘A low carbon, climate resilient and environmentally
sustainable economy by end of 2050’

Min 80% GHG emission reduction

• Energy White Paper 2015

• National Mitigation Plan 2017

• National Adaptation Framework 2018

• National Planning Framework 2018

Community involvement?



Irish Climate Action 
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Role of Community in Literature

                

• Transition to sustainable development cannot be made 
without the full support of the community and participation 
of ordinary people at the local level - Maurice Strong UNEP, 
1992.

• Action at the grassroots level.. scaled up and rolled out .. 
could take us a long way towards a more sustainable future -
UK Sustainable Development Commission, 2011.



Role of Community in Literature

                

• For change to occur in communities, then communities 
themselves must be the catalyst for that change - Birkeland, 
2009.

• For change to happen, people need to be engaged, informed, 
and willing to participate and change their behaviour - Moore, 
2009.



Role of Community in Literature

                

• Developing sustainable communities not about settling for 
less, but rather thinking of new opportunities along a 
different, and likely more satisfying, dimension – Roseland, 
2000.

• Community energy must also encompass other approaches 
beyond emission reduction or energy production that 
integrate more diverse objectives and goals - Klein & Coffey, 
2016.



Application of Three Horizons 

• Futures-oriented approach:

• Simple framework

• Supports transformative thinking and dialogue

• Map different patterns of change over time

• Distinguish between incremental and transformative 
change

                



Present System Transition Zone Future System

Three Horizons  Process

                

Adapted from: Sharpe et al (2016) Three horizons: a pathways practice for transformation. Ecology and Society 21(2):47

Prevalence

Time

1. Present 
concerns

4. Innovations in 
play

2. Future 
aspirations

3. Inspirational 
practice

5. Essential features 
to maintain



Horizon 1 

• With regard to Ireland’s transition to a low carbon 
society, what evidence do you see that suggests current 
dominant patterns of community life are under strain?

• Political support

• Economic growth focus

• Society consumerism and consumption

• Health and well-being

• Climate change communication

• Lack of engagement

• Emerging initiatives and programmes

                



Horizon 3 

• What might a future low carbon society look like?

• Resilience

• Planning

• Technology and communications

• Transport

• Society

• Energy

• Water

• Consumer choices

                



Horizon 2 

• What innovations do you know about in the world that 
might be growth points in the future? 

• Ambitious changes:

• Planning

• Budgeting

• Participation

• Energy

• Water

• Transport

Maintain Status Quo vs Transformative

                



Recommendations

• Local / Regional Level:

• Resource local authorities

• Regional agencies

• Skills training

• Communications and awareness strategy

• Guidance

• National Level:

• Integrated cohesive policy

• Policy review

• Carbon literacy

• Leadership development

• Acknowledge progress made

                



Conclusions

• Silo thinking:

• Policy not exclusive, impacts beyond one area

• Target chasing

• Leadership:

• Complex choices, lacking knowledge

• No one best scale:

• Local and regional power to effect change

• Integration

• Sense of efficacy

                



                

Thank You


